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Wethersfield Tourism Commission
Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 26, 2011 5;30 p.m.
Town Hall, Town Manager’s Conference Room

Call to order - Chair Traczyk called the meetingtder at 5:33 p.m

Roll call (5 members required) — Members in attercga Traczyk, Sullivan, St. Onge, Aforismo,
Ford, McHugh.

Approval of Minutes — March 2011 Meeting — Katidlsan motioned to approve the minutes with
Elaine St. Onge seconding the motion and all mestating in favor.

Open issues (Old Business)

a) CT Culture & Tourism Cooperative MarketingGhallenge Grants — Chris Traczyk reminded
members of the two marketing grants thaevegaproved, as reported at our 3/29/11 Tourism
Commission meeting. The Cooperative Manigegrant is to continue the magazine style insert
in the CT Getaway guide, which includes laro¢hure option. The total project is valued at
$15,423.

The Marketing Challenge grant is for a vigrigf marketing initiatives: website redesign,

print ad redesign, rack card design andipgnpostcard design and printing and rack card

distribution. Total costs would be $31,450.

Chris Traczyk then suggested that sub-cotegstbe formed to work on the various initiatives

included in each grant. The following subvenittees were identified and attending members

volunteered to serve on the sub-commit@e$ollows:

1) Ibrochure — Katie Sullivan, Dorcas Mgu A printout of the Ibrochure for Newburyport,

Mass. was circulated as an examipgdbrochure. To view that Ibrochure, visit

www.newburyportchamber.org.

2) Rack card design — Katie Sullivan, E¢a8t. Onge (will work with Peter Gillespie).

3) Website redesign — Chris Traczyk, Cledrord (will work with Peter Gillespie and Jessie
Smith).

4) Post card design - ?

Members not attending today’s meeting ase alelcome to volunteer for the sub-committees.
Efforts have also begun to explore develg@irtonsolidated data base of names, email
addresses, etc. from Old Weth. organizatsaeh as Tourism Comm., Weth. Historical
Society, Webb-Deane-Stevens, Old Weth Shekes Assoc. so that each organization can do

more effective marketing. Progress on dffisrt has been difficult.

b) Certified Local Government — no report
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c) Old Weth. Stakeholderes Meeting — Chris Traazgorted on the many items of information
that were passed on to attendees as weleasdtes that were discussed.

New Business
a) Chris Traczyk reported that the Town Wdld Energy Workshops at Town Hall from 7 — 830
on April 26 and June 9.

b) Ibrochure — Madden - (see item 4a apove

c) Scarecrows Along Main St. (SAMS) — Cleafiord expressed concern about the future of the
Scarecrows. At the May OWSA (Old WeShopkeepers Assoc.) meeting there was discussion
about whether or not to continue todrart the event. The issue is that only a few memaee
doing all of the work and each yeargtémes more of a burden on those few. There heasthtk
about ending SAMS the past two yearsnguhe event planning phase, however none of the
shops really want to see it end, stheend of the day, they say let’s do it again.

Each year, however, the discussion met® serious.

Charlie Ford does not want to see thlenedie, so he wants to have a backup plan. @hasked
for discussion about whether Tourism @ossion members would be interested in helping with
the event, if OWSA wanted that help.efiehwas discussion about some of the responssiliti
and tasks involved and several membgysessed interest in helping in some of those areas
Charlie will present this information@VSA at their next meeting on May 25 and we’llfgam
there.

d) There was discussion of the Comstockig=&rCo. 208" anniversary event to be held June 5 as
well as other events in Old Weth. ort thete so that other Old Weth. organizations camaeée
aware of all of the activities that vbi going on that day.

e) Plant Swap — There was discussion abaldirig a plant swap, possibly on Sat., June 1Thent
grounds of the Keeney Center, in conjoncwith Museum Open House Day in Conn. Elaine
St. Onge will investigate using the Keggrounds.

f) Farmers’ Market — Elaine St. Onge repartbat the 2011 Farmers’ Market season will begin
Sat. June 4 on the grounds of the Ke€&eter. She also reported that there will benaalls
Farmers’ Market on Sat. May 21 in caowjtion with Family History Day at the Keeney.

Reports — Affiliate Commissions/Organizations
a) Economic Development & Improvement Comioiss- Dorcas McHugh reported that “business”
is pretty much on hold pending finalipatiof the upcoming 2011-2012 budget.

b) Central CT Culture & Tourism — no report.
c) Greater Hartford Convention & Visitors Bau — Chris Traczyk reported that the Bureau’s ahnu

meeting will be held June 7, from 3:30 pm at the Hartford Club. CVB members are
welcome to attend at no cost. TheraiR8VP.



d) WDS — Katie Sullivan reported that the datethe “spring” tea event is not yet set. Thésdand
theme of the event will change from thotpast years.

e) WHS — Elaine St. Onge reported on the Maj&mily History Day event and the Keeney Cooler
concert series for the summer.

7) Other Business
a) Chris Traczyk reported that a Brochure ssascheduled for May 9, from 9:30 to 10:30 am at
the Crown Plaza Hotel in Cromwell forteteourism attractions and organizations. Gerry
Munroe may be able to attend from therigmu Comm. Charlie Ford reported that two memloérs
The Old Weth. Shopkeepers Assoc. plattend also.
8) Adjournment — Chris Traczyk adjourned the nreptt 6:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Charles Ford

Old Wethersfield Shopkeepers Assoc. representative



